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Strangest dining spots in the land

By Siobhan Chapman
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Fancy a bite to eat while suspended in the air? Or perhaps 
dinner with your own personal stargazer? We take a look at 
some of the quirkiest dining experiences available. 

Gypsy dining 

"Underground" restaurants, otherwise known as supper clubs, are 
a growing trend in New York and London. They are usually held 
in someone's apartment, are often unlicensed and invitation (or 
membership) is required. 

Australia has joined in on the action with Zingara Cucina (which 
translates to Gypsy Kitchen in Italian). This restaurant has no 
fixed location, but instead operates in random, obscure locations: 
"from car parks to laneways, bridges and galleries". The location, 
menu, and chef changes weekly. Reservations are essential.  

Where: No fixed location. 

Horsedrawn dining 

For dining at an old-world pace, you can't beat dinner on board 
one of two fully restored 1890s horse-drawn carriages at the 
Clydesdales Horse Drawn Restaurant in Windsor. During a five-
course gourmet meal, diners are treated to an ever-changing 
view of this charming historical town, as the horses clip-clop 
through the streets and parks of Windsor.  

Where: Windsor, NSW.  

Pay as much as you feel 

There are no prices on the menu at Lentil as Anything. That's 
because this unique, not-for-profit restaurant has a "pay as you 
feel" philosophy. When Lentil as Anything opened its first 
restaurant in St Kilda in 2000, the founder, Shanaka Fernando, 
was living in a tent. Instead of a cash register, a box was placed 
on the counter and people were invited to pay as much as they 
wanted. Today, there are three restaurants in Melbourne, and this 
financial model "that is centred on the values of trust, generosity 
and respect" continues. Best of all, diners are given the 
opportunity to eat out and be social regardless of their financial 
situation.  

Where: St Kilda, Abbotsford and Footscray, Melbourne.  

Outdoor dining with a "stargazer" 

Imagine a white-linen table set atop a rust-red dune under a 
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Now read: Organise your own party outback.  
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